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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED
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Don’t be Stuck

In Bhe Deark

about the Real Estate Market

Call me for a complimentary property evaluation and expert advice on
how to get the best price for your home.

Integrity ¢ Knowledge ¢ Results
Frank Woodward

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

FREE In-Home Inspection,

Mention Lamorinda Weekly for al 0% discount
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MOFD District 4 incumbent Michael Donner (left) and
challenger Michael Roemer speak at the Oct. 13 candidates
forum hosted by the League of Women Voters Diablo Valley.

included in this election. At
both candidate forums the issue
of potential consolidation of
MOFD with the Contra Costa
County Fire Protection District
arose. In response to questions
from the public, all the candi-
dates avowed their opposition to
any possible merger at both fo-
rums. District 1 incumbent Gre-
gory Baitx had asked that the
question of a merger be agen-
dized last year, which caused a
public outcry. Baitx is not run-
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Candidates are required to dis-
close donations, and the infor-
mation is available to the public
on the website of Contra Costa
County Elections.

There were two forums for
MOFD candidates in October.
The first, reported by the Lam-
orinda Weekly in the Oct. 12 is-
sue, focused on Districts 1 and 3,
while the second covered Dis-
tricts 3 and 4. District 2 is not

ning for reelection, so candi-
dates Hasler and Young are vy-
ing for that seat on the board.

The second forum on Oct.
13 was the first appearance by
Roemer, who is challenging in-
cumbent Donner. Roemer, a 30-
year resident of Orinda, is a re-
tired federal prosecutor, a
trained CERT volunteer, an
MOED support volunteer and a
Fire Ambassador. He opined
that his legal experience would
be an asset to the MOFD board.

Roemer, in answer to a
question about the relationship
between the board and the
union, suggested that “there are
times when the board has to
say, ‘we don’t agree with the
union.” He also highlighted the
differences in funding, saying,
“When a candidate is funded
entirely by one entity, it creates
a perception that something is
expected in return.” Danziger
took offense at Romer’s sugges-
tion, and said he was not 100%
funded by the union, and didn’t
believe that Donner was either,
but added that he was proud to
have the support of the fire-
fighters.

Donner, against whom Roe-
mer is running, said that the re-
lationship between the board
and the union is friendly, but

that there had been a problem
in the past with attracting new
hires and having low numbers
of firefighters. He said that the
board had reached out to the
union to adjust requirements,
and it had been agreed to
change the hiring process to in-
crease the pool of firefighters
and increase retention as well.
Dell’Aquila said that he did not
have knowledge about the rela-
tionship, but praised the de-
partment for its very quick re-
sponse time and expressed total
faith in MOFD.

Candidates were queried
about how to encourage public
entities who own land in the
Lamorinda area to remove dead
trees and brush on their prop-
erty and otherwise comply with
the fire code. Danziger sug-
gested that, in light of the failure
to comply with the fire code and
recent issues regarding access
to Bollinger Canyon, a summit
should be convened to discuss
the issue. Donner mentioned
that this is an ongoing issue for
the district and may be the sub-
ject of litigation. “If we win,” he
said, “we will lead departments
around the state.” Donner cited
Caltrans and UC Berkeley as be-
ing among the public entities
that “don’t feel that they have to

play by our rules.” Dell’Aquila
noted that PG&E has come un-
der a lot of fire lately, so they
are doing a lot to mitigate the
situation. “Others have not
been in the spotlight, so we
need to put them in the spot-
light to encourage action,” he
suggested.

Another ConFire related
question asked how MOFD's
pension fund compared to Con-
Fire in terms of solvency.
Again, no candidate favored
merging MOFD with ConFire,
but Danziger said that “over the
last four years [MOFD’s] fi-
nances were the strongest
they’ve ever been,” and that the
board had continued to aggres-
sively fund unfunded pension
liability.

“In the next 12 to 15 years,”
he said, “pensions will be 100%
funded.”

In answer to other ques-
tions, the candidates expressed
their views on outreach and
communications. The MOFD’s
candidates forum can be viewed
in its entirety at
https://youtu.be/YO4bOZHv5KA

Information about dona-
tions to candidates is available
from Contra Costa County Elec-
tions at https://public.netfile.
com/pub2/?AID=CCC

Throngs fill Theatre Square for annual

Orinda's Theatre Square
was packed with enthusi-
astic taste testers on Oct.
22, who not only gathered
to sample the unique con-
coctions of top-end craft
cocktails created by both
professional and amateur
bartenders vying for top
awards, but to experience
the fun of this festive fall
event replete with a flash
mob performance that tied
it all together. For winners,
see lamorindaarts.org

‘Art of Mixology’

Canyon Club
Brewery
bartender
Jeremy
Schlachter
pours for
Loredana
Astiphan
and Badr
Astiphan

I would be honored to serve as your
City Councilmember.
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